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We still have the radius and ulna and that, along
with the painted and textured 3-d printed copy
of it will be returned to the Tonnemaker’s. Lori
Lotze did much of the texturing and some
painting and also trained Rosalie Faubion. In
the future, Neil Mara will be printing up the
enlarged image of the radius and ulna and he
will be making a 3-D printed version to match
the slightly larger size of our mammoth. We
will paint it a different color to match the color
of our humerus. The Tonnemaker radius and
ulna were a different color because the soil was
of a different composition.

SUMMER IS GONE AND WE “DUG IT”
(AND HAD FUN DOING IT!)

On the last day of work, our crew removed
a rib that is relatively large and in quite
good shape. It was moved to the bone lab
for curation. A great end to the summer!
THANKS TO ALL!

Grants
Battelle provided funding for WiFi service to
the dig house and equipment for educational
presentations. We will have virtual tours with
school groups and others this winter and next
season.

RECENT ACTIVITY AT MCBONES

Three Rivers Community Foundation provided
a grant for a storage building to store digging
materials and for a microscope camera to
photograph the tiny specimens we find in the
wash screens.
The Tonnemaker skull was returned to the
family and will be displayed at their fruit stand.
We returned the damaged rib (injured during
the life of their mammoth). An article was
recently published by the Northwest Scientific
Association. Thanks to authors George Last,
Katherine Newhall-Perry, Rosalie Faubion,
Neil Mara and Bax Barton.

A big THANK YOU to both wonderful
organizations for helping us with our
educational and research efforts.
•

VISITOR NUMBERS: As of our October
season end, there have been 1,993 kids and
1,434adults, for a total of 3,427 visitors.
The site also had visitors from the American
Cruise Lines. The total for this season was 136.
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We are looking forward to seeing them again
next season.
A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR
SUPPORTIVE DONORS!
Thank you to Marvin McCloud for providing
earrings at a discount.
Barnes and Noble in Columbia Center held a
donation event for MCBONES. Customers
donated 10% of their purchase price. We had a
table with displays and the total amount
donated was $2,391. THANK YOU TO
BARNES AND NOBLE AND TO
CUSTOMERS WHO DONATED!

assistance in making this event happen and for
all volunteers who helped at the table.
FUND RAISING
DONATION JAR AND T-SHIRT SALES:
Sales were good all season long and many
people donated by paying $20 for the T-shirts
and told us to keep the change (T-shirts are
$15).
NEW SALES ITEMS: We have been selling
mammoth themed earrings and although we
started quite late, we have sold 4 pairs to date.
Sales of the shirts have been brisk. We are also
now selling some coffee mugs that are hand
made and include soil from our washed
sediments at the dig site. We will have more
information on this item in the next newsletter.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Thank You to Jason Alexander for donating
two hand-made signs for our bulletin board at
the dig site.
Adventures Underground They graciously
agreed to provide a percentage of sales on that
day to MCBONES. We received over a
$1,000. Thanks to Doug Staudt for his

We still need a volunteer to be the dig house
manager. That person can still dig or do other
tasks as it does not take all of the time. It
involves keeping the dig house swept, taking
inventory (not necessarily buying items), and
various other tasks. We are also in need of a
volunteer coordinator, a store manager and 3
board members. If you are interested in any of
these positions, we can provide the full list of
tasks.
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HERITAGE DAYS – SACAJAWEA PARK

Scout cookies, a wonderful cash gift, and a very
nice card from the group. Thank you to a
wonderful group of Girl Scouts
KIDS (ON TOURS) SAY THE
DARNDEST THINGS

Due to Covid, Heritage Days had been
canceled for several years. Fortunately,
although not as many entities participated as
when it was at its peak, this year it was held
and MCBONES was there with a table and 3-D
printed bones (humerus plus the radius and
ulna + more). In the 2 days we participated, we
had several hundred visitors. See you next
year!!
KID STUFF
A tour was down at the dig site and a child
noticed a snake under a pallet. Neil Mara
identified it as a bull snake and reached under
to remove it. The children were very
impressed. Not sure how much they got out of
the sediment washing after that excitement, but
all remained safe, including Neil and the snake,
which was moved to a new location.
A group of girl scouts visited on a tour and
gave a wonderful gift of several boxes of Girl

On a recent tour, a group of 4th grade students
were learning about the work done in the bone
lab when a mouse was spotted scurrying across
the floor. Interest in the bone lab shifted
rapidly to the mouse. It ran under the rolling
door and seemingly left, but returned shortly.
Evidently it wanted to learn about the bone
lab… A girl decided it should be named “Tom”
Perhaps “Jerry” would have been more
historically accurate, but Tom it was. It
disappeared again, and as the group left the
bone lab, the girl turned and said “Goodbye,
Tom”.
MANY THANKS TO EVERYONE - for help
with digging, inventory of supplies, sorting TShirts, carrying buckets of dig material,
cleaning the dig house, making coffee, helping
with tours, newsletters, making 3-D bones,
coloring them to look like the real bones,
pulling weeds, cleaning out the wash tubs,
working at the wet screens, taking micro
photographs, photographing the bones, curation
of the bones, and hauling digging supplies up
and down the hill. It is all this teamwork, that
makes the project successful.
If you are interested in volunteering for any of
these tasks, please contact Rosalie Faubion at
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faubion1978@aol.com and she will let you
know what is involved and who to contact to
put you on that team.

VOLUNTEERS HAVING LUNCH AT DIG HOUSE
A big Thank You to Rosalie Faubian
for providing lunch to our
volunteers on dig days!!!

